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Mtetwa, Prime Minister’s Em-

ployees Denied Bail 

 

THE Magistrates Court in Harare 

Wednesday March 20, 2013 ruled 

against the bail applications for award-

winning human rights lawyer, Beatrice 

Mtetwa and the four employees of the 

Prime Minister(PM) Morgan Tsvangi-

rai’s Office who were arrested Sunday 

remanding them to April 3. 

Sekai Holland, the Minister of State for 

National Healing Reconciliation and 

Integration in the PM’s office and the 

2012 Sydney Peace Prize winner 

showed up in solidarity as did Be-

atrice’s law firm partner, local business 

magnate Tawanda Nyambirai.    

The two joined a full house of other law-

yers, activists, plain clothed police and 

Beatrice’s clients who competed for 

space in Court Room 6, while heavily 

armed riot police stood guard at the en-

trance until the ruling was passed around 

3pm.  

Magistrate Marehwanazvo Gofa  told the 

packed court that Mtetwa was facing 

serious charges of obstructing the course 

of justice, after the experienced lawyer 

reportedly rebuked the Zimbabwe Re-

public Police (ZRP) details who searched 

her client’s house without a search war-

rant.  

“Stop whatever you are doing, it is un-

constitutional, illegal and undemocratic,” 

is what Mtetwa is accused of having said 

as defiant police ransacked the PM’s legal 

advisor, Thabani Mpofu’s house. Prosecu-

tor Michael Mugabe further charged that 

the commotion that ensued because of 

Mtetwa’s words to the police led to the 

disappearance of three laptops.   

Advocate Thabani Mpofu, who shares an 

identical name with the incarcerated 

PM’s Advisor, represented Mtetwa in 

court, breathing fire and brimstone at the 

State’s submissions against bail. Mpofu 

argued that Mtetwa had business inter-

ests, 31 years as a lawyer without break-

ing the law and could not run away from 

“nothing” as there was no case against 

her.  

The lower court was reminded that 

Mtetwa had a four day old High 

Court order for her immediate re-

lease issued  to the police a few 

hours after her arrest, which was 

being disregarded. 

Gofa ruled around 3 pm that 

Mtetwa was a flight risk and said 

the state’s arguments were 

“vehemently” put across. The same 

Magistrate remanded Mtetwa’s 

clients, now being represented by 

the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 

Rights (ZLHR) defense team led by 

Alec Muchadehama to the same date in 

custody. 

Those employees of the PM’s Office apart 

from the Legal Advisor, are Felix 

Matsinde and Annah Muzvidziwa and 

they are being charged together with a 

former MDC-T Hararare City councillor 

Warship Dumba. The State represented 

by Michael Reza alleged the employees 

were found with dockets. 

In another case, the PM’s Legal Advisor 

was remanded to March 27, for posses-

sion of an unlicensed firearm, though the 

defense counsel indicated that Mpofu 
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had been in prior contact with the police indicating that he wanted them to re-

possess the weapon. Mpofu was reportedly given the firearm while he was a 

public prosecutor. 

The court cases arose after the police raided the Prime Minister’s Office one day 

after the landmark referendum on the new constitution. The police blitz report-

edly prompted President Robert Mugabe’s main rival and MDC-T leader Tsvangi-

rai to seek audience with the SADC Executive Secretary, Dr. Tomaz Salomao who 

was in the country for the referendum . 

 

 

Several facts about the just ended referendum are impossible to refute, without evidence to the contrary. One of those facts, 
as stated by the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission, is that over 3 079 966 Zimbabweans voted ‘yes’ in favor of a new constitu-
tion. This turn out is worthy of our pride, and would have been easier to be prouder of had we not had just ZEC to rely on. 
There was thin spread of observers at polling stations at the time of counting, and unlike during other elections, there were 
no Polling Agents either from the parties supporting a “Yes” vote or a “No” vote. So those who think the figures were inflated 
or deflated may have a case that, unfortunately, is hard to prove because of the absence of the above stated corroborators. 
That being said, all we have is ZEC and what it put out. In the absence of information to the contrary ZEC’s version becomes 
gospel truth. The other fact, which is even less disputable, is that many of these Zimbabweans who endorsed the draft con-
stitution have little, if any, idea what its contents are or what its import is – but they voted ‘yes’ regardless.  

 

Another fact is that the three main political parties ag-
gressively campaigned for a ‘yes vote’ traveling across 
the length and breadth of the country preaching the 
gospel of ‘incremental gain’ also known as ‘something is 
better than nothing’. 
 

Having overwhelmingly triumphed at last Saturday’s 
referendum polls, those who campaigned for the ‘yes 
vote’ can now fight over who takes the credit and pro-
ceed to interpret the referendum results in whichever 
way suits their egos or serves their electoral and political 

agenda. 

 

However, amid all these facts there is one fact that stands alone, un-propped by the rhetoric of po-
litical actors or the analysis of experts and without the weight of SADC, regional or international 
rubber-stamped approval to lend it credence. 

Crisis Comment on Just Ended Referendum: Zimbabweans…

voting  ‘yes’ for Progress 

PM Tsvangirai casting his vote during the referendum 

Beatrice arriving at the magistrates court 
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That fact is that to a lot of Zimbabweans, the referendum was 
not necessarily on the constitution but on the state and future 
of the country. Zimbabweans voted ‘yes’ more for the sake of 
and for progress. They voted ‘yes’ in the hope that a new con-
stitution will bring about some positive change and mark the 
beginning of a new era for their country. 
 

Those who criticized the new constitution and stood resolutely 
opposed to the COPAC draft by casting a ‘no’ vote should take 
heart in that they were not defeated. Rather, what they were 
campaigning around, was not what the people were voting on. 
They should take heart 
from the reality that, what 
has happened may have 
been a classic case of hav-
ing the right answer to the 
wrong question.  

 

For the majority of those 
who voted on Saturday, 
the flaws in the draft, in 
whatever form or shape; 
were insufficient a reason 
to keep the nation in the 
current state of political 
limbo, that we have col-
lectively christened the 
‘Inclusive Government’. 

 

Whilst it cannot be disputed that the Inclusive Government 
has brought about some positive changes here and there – 
these are mostly superficial as the three political parties who 
are at the helm of the country have also displayed a penchant 
for bickering, shifting blame and undermining each other, and 
Zimbabweans have had enough of that. 
 

So for progress’ sake, Zimbabweans voted ‘yes’ to put an end 
to this political impasse. Zimbabweans voted ‘yes’ because 
they are fed up with being the proverbial grass that gets tram-
pled on as the political parties in the GNU relentlessly jostle 
for power with the vigor of elephants making love.  
 

Whilst they may have varying expectations and priorities as to 
the nature of progress they wish to see, Zimbabweans voted 
‘yes’ not only to embrace a new era but also to register dis-
affection with the current political status quo. 

 

For many, who had no idea what was contained in the COPAC 
draft that they voted ‘yes’ for – the gesture goes beyond 
providing a detailed or nuanced explanation as to which provi-
sions in the new constitution they were in support of. For 
many Zimbabweans who cast the so-called ‘blind’ yes vote – 
the gesture takes on the glossy shimmer of the symbolic ra-
ther than the tangible – voting ‘yes’ becomes an aspirational 
endeavor. Voting ‘yes’ becomes a statement about the hope 
Zimbabweans carry of moving on, going forward and finally 
walking away from the rut of a stagnated system of govern-
ance that has hamstrung the nation’s potential to achieve 
meaningful progress in every sphere. 

 

 

The criticism that 
most Zimbabweans 
who voted ‘yes’ did 
not even have the 
slightest clue what 
they were voting for is 
as stubborn as the 
view that these same 
Zimbabweans were 
voting against some-
thing - they voted 
against the possibility 
of things remaining 
the way they are. 

 

They voted in the name of progress. And no one can fault 
them for that. It would behoove us well to remember that 
with a new constitution in place, the next destination this 
country is headed for are the harmonized elections and it is 
the people of Zimbabwe who will have the final say. Politicians 
would do well to bear this in mind, and as they celebrate, 
know that rather than being an endorsement of their populari-
ty, the referendum was an indictment on the way they have 
been conducting Political business. Their celebrations, contra-
ry to the loud competition for credit that we have heard ema-
nating from them, should be muted in cognizance of the fact 
the people are fed up. The people are not pawns in some po-
litical chessboard because they have agency to do, with their 
voting clout, whatever they believe, will ultimately propel the 
country forward. After all, it has been said that the voice of 
the people is the voice of God. 

Queue at a polling station for the March 16 referendum 
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Information Alert 

20 March 2013 

 

MTETWA, PM EMPLOYEES DENIED BAIL, CONDEMNED TO LANGUISH PRISON 

 

HARARE Provincial Magistrate, Marehwanazvo Gofa on Wednesday 20 March 2013 condemned prominent human rights lawyer 
Beatrice Mtetwa to languish in prison after she dismissed her bail application together with that of four of Prime Minister Morgan 
Tsvangirai’s aides. 

 

Magistrate Gofa remanded Mtetwa in custody to 3 April 2013 after dismissing her bail application. The Magistrate ruled that the 
human rights lawyer would interfere with police investigations if freed on bail.  

 

Mtetwa’s lawyer, Advocate Thabani Mpofu had filed an application on Tuesday 19 March 2013 seeking the admission of Mtetwa 
to bail of $100. The lawyer had also offered to surrender some title deeds to one of Mtetwa’s immovable property as security 
after stressing that her client was a suitable candidate for bail as she had not committed an offence and had no criminal record to 
induce her to abscond from attending court proceedings. 

 

However, Magistrate Gofa dismissed the application which was opposed by State prosecutors Michael Reza and Michael Muga-
be. The Magistrate also dismissed the bail application filed by four officials working in Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai’s Office 
among them Thabani Mpofu, Felix Matsinde, Councillor Warship Dumba and Mehluli Tshuma, who were charged with con-
travening Section 4 of Official Secrets Act for allegedly receiving or communicating secret information, Section 179 (1) of the Crim-
inal Law (Codification and Reform) for alleged impersonation and Section 40 (1) of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act 
for possession of articles for criminal use. The four aides were remanded to 3 April 2013. 

MTETWA, PM EMPLOYEES DENIED BAIL, CONDEMNED TO 

LANGUISH PRISON—ZLHR 
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Magistrate Gofa also dismissed Mpofu’s application for bail on the charges of contravening Section 4 (1) of the Firearms Act for 

allegedly failing to renew a firearm certificate and Section 28 (2) of the Firearms Act for allegedly keeping a firearm in a non       

secure place and remanded him in custody to 27 March 2013.  
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